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Paradise Lost?
State Failure in Nepal

By Ali Riaz and Subho Basu

Paradise Lost? examines the state-society relationships in Nepal and demonstrates
that the nature of the state, disjuncture between the state and the society, and the
rupture of the ideological hegemony of the ruling class of Nepal have created a
situation where existing institutional frameworks are disintegrating and the state is
rapidly unraveling. Dr. Ali Riaz and Dr. Subho Basu analyze the roles of ethnicity,
identity, and deprivation, in engendering discontent and the rise of the Maoists as a
formidable political force. Mindful of the geo-strategic importance of the country,
this book contextualizes these domestic developments within the post-9/11 global
world. Jointly authored by a political scientist and a historian this book brings together structural and historical
perspectives. Written in an engaging language, Paradise Lost? will appeal to political scientists, historians,
sociologists, and those interested in current affairs.
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Ali Riaz is associate professor of politics and government at Illinois State University.
Subho Basu is assistant professor in South Asian history at Maxwell School of Citizenship and Global Affairs,
Syracuse University.

Praise for Paradise Lost?:

"An outstanding achievement in explaining current political developments in Nepal whilst placing them insightfully and
concisely within a historical context. A timely book which will be an invaluable resource for those keen to learn about the
origins of Nepal's present-day dilemmas and the prospects for her future." — Crispin Bates, Senior Lecturer in Modern
South Asian History, University of Edinburgh

"I believe that this work by Ali Riaz and Subho Basu will help in the understanding of a country that has seen the compressed
political evolution over a few years that other countries of South Asia realized over decades. Only the analysis of Nepal as a
thus-far failed state can make it a successful one." —Kanak Mani Dixit, editor, Himal Khabarpatrika and Himal
Southasian
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